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with any Information, had made him forget the
whole tenor of the letter. He had said it was in-
tirely a private affair, whereas it contained not one
word on any but public affairs. Here Mr. Sheridan
condemned, in a very severe manner, the conduct
of His Majesty's ministers towards that brave and
unfortunate officer, whom, he said, they had to*
tally deluded, else he would not have proceeded on
the service in which he was sacrificed. Should the
proper information be granted him upon this point,
he would pledge himself to make out such a charge
against the minister as would justify an impeach-
ment against him. He did not now say he could
prove where the whole of the misconduct lay, but
there was prodigious misconduct somewhere with
respect to this expedition to Qniberon; and the
purpose of part of this motion was, to discover the
source of that misconduct. Nor was there any thing
new in calling for this sort of inquiry. If a captain
lost a ship, it was a matter of course to try him by
a court-martial, whether he was really to blame or
not, and so the case should be with regard to mini-
sters. This was a scandalously planned expedition,
and an inquiry ought to be instituted into it. Mini-
sters were not so tender in the case of others as they
were with themselves with regard to inquiries. They
had caused that gallant officer, Admiral Cornwallis,
to be tried by a court-martial for not shifting his
flag and proceeding to the West-Indies. There had
occurred no disobedience of orders, but a misunder-
standing merely. He did not say they were not
right in instituting this trial, although the effect of
it was a littlq whimsical. The sentence was curious,
for it stated thats that able and gallant officer had
done both right and wrong. He said that blame
was imputable to him, but no censure merited*
This he stated to shew the readiness ministers had to
accuse others, and consequently it was not very gra-
cious to them to resent the idea of being themselves
accused. He should now proceed to state to the